
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

        
 

 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR ADMINISTRATOR 

 
 

Encountering God  

It was a sunny winter afternoon 
on February 20. The Cathedral of 
St. Paul was well attended, with 
the main pews about 75% full, in 
my estimation. Bishop McManus 
celebrated Mass and confirmed 35 
adults across the diocese. St. 
Anne’s Parish was blessed to have 
three of our own parishioners 
receive the sacrament on this day. 
As the ceremony proceeded along, 
you could feel the overwhelming 
presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
Cathedral as the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit poured down upon the 
candidates. How awesome it was 
to be there and bear witness to 
this encounter with God. It 
reminds me of how the Apostles 
and the large crowd must have felt 
when the Holy Spirit descended 
upon them on Pentecost.  

Every day that passes by gives us 
opportunities to encounter God in 

new and different ways. God is 
present in the simple activities of 
the day, as He was when He 
whispered to Elijah on Mount 
Horeb and guided and comforted 
him. God is present in those 
moments when we help someone 
in need. God is present in those 
times when we are feeling 
vulnerable and troubled. God is 
present and offers His graces 
when we celebrate one of the 
sacraments: Reconciliation, 
Baptism, Marriage, Holy Eucharist, 
and so on.  

During this year’s Lenten season, 
let’s all be mindful of God’s 
presence in our lives through our 
interaction with others and 
through the Church. Let’s take the 
opportunity to deepen our 
relationship with God and receive 
His graces through the 
sacraments, especially 
Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist. 
When we allow ourselves to be 
open to the graces God has to 

offer us, we become closer to Him 
and to one another.  

May we receive God’s blessings in 
abundance this Lenten season as 
we prepare ourselves to observe 
the most beautiful and holy 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection 
at Easter. Have a peaceful and 
spiritually rich Lent.  

P.S. Speaking of encounters with 
God, I would like to thank 
everyone for the words of 
encouragement, prayers, and 
support you have given me as I 
assumed the administrative needs 
of the parish. Your prayerful 
presence has given me the 
strength I need to work through 
some difficult challenges. Jesus 
said that “where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” 
Thank you for allowing Jesus to be 
present in our midst. Praise God!  
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March 2 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

Mass with Blessing and Distribution of Ashes 
9:00 AM, 12:00 PM, 7:00 PM 

 
 

Friday, March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8 
STATIONS	OF	THE	CROSS	

Adoration and Exposition of  
the Blessed Sacrament 

7:00 PM 

 
 

Sunday, March 13 and 20 
STATIONS	OF	THE	CROSS	

Presented by  
St. Anne’s Confirmation Class of 2022 

3:00 PM 

 
 

Sunday, April 3 
FAMILY	LENTEN	SERVICE	WITH	PENANCE	

3:00 PM	

	
	

DAILY	MASS Monday - Friday at 9:00 AM 

 
	

CONFESSIONS	
Saturdays	at	3:00	PM	

Fridays	6:00	PM-7:00	PM	
    	

 
 
 
 
 

April 9/10 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

4:00 PM Vigil 
7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM 

 
 

TRIDUUM  
 

April 14 
HOLY	THURSDAY, Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

7:00 PM 
Followed	by	Adoration	until	10:00	PM	

 
April 15 

GOOD	FRIDAY Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
7:00 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 16 7:30 PM Vigil 
HOLY	SATURDAY	Liturgy	
Blessing	of	Water	and	Fire	
Welcoming	the	Risen	Christ	

Renewal	of	Baptismal	Promises	
	

April 17 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM 
EASTER	SUNDAY Mass of the Resurrection 

	
	
	
	

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of 
fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays 
during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. 
 
For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on 
fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, 
a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two 
smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal. The 
norms concerning abstinence from meat are binding upon 
members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. 
 
If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until the 
Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal fast" to 
honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus and to 
prepare ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate more 
readily his Resurrection. 
 



 
 
 
 
Young children, even young 
adults, are not (or should not 
be) left to struggle along 
through life, finding their own 
ways to survive.  Caring and 
loving parents should see to 
it that they have healthy food 
to eat, warm clothing to 
wear, an education, and the 
love and support that they 
need to know that they are 
important, that they mean 
something, that their 
existence is not just a 
random happenstance but 
something more.  While 
taking care of our children’s 
physical needs is an 
important task, taking care of 
their spiritual well-being is 
vital as well.  If our parents 
know what we need to be 
well cared for, how much 
more does God our Father 
know this?  And one of the 
things we all need is the 
celebration of the Mass. 
 
If we are honest with 
ourselves, whether we live a 
life that we believe to be 
pleasing to God or not, we 
must all admit that deep 
down inside, there is a spark, 
a yearning, for something 
more, no matter how 
comfortable we believe the 
lives we lead are.  The 
material things of this world 
might bring transitory 
pleasures, but these 
pleasures do not last, nor are 
they meant to.  Eternity is 
what we all long for.  Love is 
what we all long for.  We can 

find these in all of their 
fullness and perfection only 
in God.   As St. Augustine 
famously said, “You have 
made us for yourself, Lord, 
and our hearts are restless 
until they rest in You.” 
 
In his Pensées, Blaise 
Pascal said “What else does 
this craving, and this 
helplessness, proclaim but 
that there was once in man a 
true happiness, of which all 
that now remains is the 
empty print and trace?  This 
he tries in vain to fill with 
everything around him, 
seeking in things that are not 
there the help he cannot find 
in those that are, though 
none can help, since this 
infinite abyss can be filled 
only with an infinite and 
immutable object; in other 
words, by God Himself.”  
 
At the Last Supper, Jesus 
instituted the celebration of 
the Eucharist.  This 
celebration is rich, vibrant 
and life-giving, even all these 
thousands of years later.  
Surely if this celebration of 
the Mass was not something 
so profound, so filled with 
truth and beauty, its 
celebration would have fallen 
by the wayside long ago.  
But it has not, and I believe 
that it never will.  And while 
we celebrate Mass of course 
to honor God, we know that 
it is spiritually life-giving for 
us.   
 

You may attend Mass and 
find your mind wandering 
and wonder why you are 
there.  But if you quiet your 
mind and your heart, and 
open yourself to the 
possibility and the wonder of 
hearing God speak, 
eventually, maybe without 
even realizing it, you will find 
yourself attending Mass 
because you are coming to 
realize that it helps to fill that 
need that we all have.    
 
We wouldn’t think of skipping 
school whenever we feel like 
it, skipping work whenever 
we feel like it, because we 
know the repercussions 
would be detrimental.  So 
why do we think it is OK to 
miss Mass, to say “I can pray 
to God on my own, I can 
worship God in my own 
way.”  Do we really believe 
we know what’s best for us 
better than God Himself 
knows?  If that is the case, 
we are wandering 
dangerously far from the 
path we should be walking in 
our journey to union with 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Been away from the Mass 
for a long time?  It doesn’t 
matter – like the father of the 
prodigal son, God will joyfully 
and lovingly welcome us 
back with open arms.  Give it 
a try.  It could be the greatest 
thing you have ever done. 
 
  

	 This article was written by a parishioner  
who wished to remain anonymous 

“IT’S TIME TO RETURN TO MASS AND TO 
THE EUCHARIST”    FR. PAUL  



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Steve White and Nicole Henry, two of our recent adult Confirmation candidates, were Confirmed at the 
Cathedral of St. Paul in Worcester on Sunday, February 20 by Most Rev. Robert J. McManus.   
 

Here is Steve’s testimony: 
"I felt at 48 I may have missed my opportunity to reconnect with the church of 
my youth and take the important step of becoming a Confirmed Catholic. After 
much thought I reached out to St. Anne's and they started me on my journey to 
get closer to Christ and now, I am proud to say after many months of support 
and education from the Church I have now completed the blessed Sacrament of 
Confirmation. I am eternally grateful to Ellie, Nick, and Deacon Bill and to the 
people and the Parish that I feel now is my spiritual home. I am happy and lucky 
to be a part of your family." 

	
Here is Nicole’s testimony: 

“Throughout my life, I have always been exploring spirituality and 
God. When my sister asked me to be the Godmother of my niece, I 
felt a real sign from God pulling me in a specific direction. The 
Confirmation classes affirmed many beliefs I had while giving me a 
lot to think about. Through many of the teachings, I was able to feel 
God's love more deeply and fully realize just how much Jesus 
sacrificed for us. Now, I'm lucky enough to pass this on to my 
niece with the honor of being her Godmother. Plus, my cat, Cosmo, 
often made an appearance in our Zoom meetings and maybe even learned something 
himself!” 

 
It was a joy and a blessing to guide Steve and Nicole through the adult Confirmation program, along with 
Mellisa Marshall, also Confirmed on February 20.  In 2o21, Andrew Johnson and Kaitlyn Cruz became fully 
initiated Catholics at the Easter Vigil, and Wendy Haynes received her First Holy Eucharist and Confirmation 
at that celebration.   
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Becoming Catholic 
We will be launching our next RCIA Session (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) this fall and invite everyone 
who wishes to inquire about or join the Catholic Church, 
no matter what your faith background might be. 
 
Adult Confirmation 
Were you baptized as a Catholic but never received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation?  If you are 18 years of older 
and have not been confirmed, we invite you to take part 
in a special course leading to confirmation. 
 
For more information, please contact the rectory at 508-
757-5154, ext. 12, email rcia@stannesparish.org or 
speak with one of the priests or deacons after weekend 
Mass. 
 

But from there you will seek the Lord your God, and you 
will find him, if you search after him with all your heart 
and with all your soul. 

Deuteronomy 4:29 

 
WE LOVE HAVING YOU AS A PART OF OUR FLOCK! 

Keep in touch with us via email and text! 
 

TEXT 
STANNENEWS 

TO 84576 
OR CONNECT WITH US ONLINE AT: stannechurch.flocknote.com 

 

Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time.  Text HELP for help.  There is no charge for this service, but your carrier 
message and data rates may apply.  View full privacy policy & terms at flocknote.com/txt. 
 

RCIA/ADULT CONFIRMATION 

PRAY FOR PEACE IN THE UKRAINE 



	
	
Upon assuming the responsibility as financial 
administrator for St. Anne’s Parish in November 2021, 
I reviewed the Fiscal Year 2022 (FY2022) budget in 
detail, the income and expense patterns to date, and 
estimated an end-of-year forecast based on trends and 
tighter financial management.  I’m summarizing the 
findings below, beginning with the discoveries and 
ending with actions taken to correct any projected 
shortfalls. 
 

In December, several large vendor invoices were 
overdue, some of them for three or four months, 
totaling over $30,000.  To avoid any late payment or 
credit reporting issues since we didn’t have sufficient 
balance in our checking account to pay these invoices, 
we reluctantly withdrew $25,000 from the DEF 
(savings) account in early January.  This was in 
addition to another $10,000 that had been withdrawn in 
October for the same reason.  Although I had hoped to 
replenish the savings, it doesn’t appear to be possible 
to do so in this fiscal year given current income levels. 
Next, three sizable errors were discovered upon close 
inspection of the FY2022 budget.  First, lay employee 
salaries were underfunded by over $42,000 compared 
to prior year actuals.  Note that there were no plans to 
reduce any staff positions in FY2022.  Second, the 
Cathedraticum tax was budgeted at 7.5% of ordinary 
income. The Diocese increased this tax to 8.5% * for 
this fiscal year with an estimated financial impact to the 
parish of $7,300.  This increase was not included in the 
budget.  Third, the increase of fuel costs was not 
foreseen and, hence, was not projected in the budget. 
In addition to the above, several major purchases and 
expenses were made from September through 
December, including the following: 
 

- Cleaning services, including “deep cleaning” of 
rectory and parish hall $14,812 

- Rectory and parish hall painting and fall leaf 
blowing $3,735 

- Removal of several trees on the property $2,600 
- Painting and installation of an outdoor statue 

base $3,100 
- Replacement of locks in the rectory and religious 

education center $3,574 
- Purchase of new bed $3,432 
- Restoration of statues $1,250 
- New Hymnals $11,309 
- Total $43,812 

 
 
 
During this same timeframe, we also saw a decline in 
the weekly collections, but they have since returned to 
expected levels.  The people of St. Anne’s Parish have 
always been generous in their stewardship efforts, and 
they continue to do so by the grace of God. 
Additionally, although the cost of the new hymnals was 
substantial at $11,300, almost $7,000 were received 
from parishioners as memorial donations, thus 
offsetting a good portion of this cost. 
In response to our financial challenges and with the 
guidance of St. Anne’s finance committee, we have 
taken the following corrective actions to contribute 
favorably toward a balanced budget: 
 

- Elimination of pastor/administrator salary and 
medical benefits through June. 

- Elimination of two part-time maintenance 
positions lost through attrition for the 
remainder of FY2022. 

- All unfunded discretionary spend has ceased, 
and unfunded discretionary maintenance 
spending is frozen for the remainder of 
FY2022; only emergency, essential (preventive 
maintenance or regulatory), and self-funded 
items will be allowed. 

- We negotiated with our vendors to spread the 
payment of large invoices over a few months, 
thus avoiding balloon payments that would 
require additional withdrawals from savings. 

- We are currently re-evaluating our position 
with our vendors to ensure that we receive the 
best value for those services that are provided 
without sacrificing quality, and to reduce or 
eliminate those services that are either non-
essential or that add no significant value to 
parish operations. 

The original FY2022 budget projected an $11,251 
surplus in income over expenses, however that was not 
possible given the budgeting errors and spending 
levels.  Including the aforementioned corrective 
measures, the current forecast projects a $38,257 
deficit in expenses over income.  Adjusted for the 

Continued on p. 6 



$35,000 DEF withdrawals taken in October and 
December, we expect the fiscal year to end with a net 
$3,257 deficit in expense over income.  It is our plan to 
avoid any further withdrawals from savings and begin 
rebuilding the DEF for future investments in the parish. 
 
For those of you who are interested, a more detailed 
accounting of St. Anne’s financial position is available 
on the parish website at 
http://www.stannesparish.org/finances.php  
I would like to thank all of you for your faithful and 
loyal support of St. Anne’s Parish.  Through your 
patience and generosity, we have been able to remedy 
most of the financial challenges and are well positioned 

moving forward.  We can always use more help, 
though.  We recognize that we don’t have all the 
answers and, thus, welcome your expertise with 
ideas and suggestions you would like to offer.  If it is 
within your means, we also ask that you prayerfully 
consider offering additional financial support 
through the weekly offertory.  And finally, please 
consider enrolling in WeShare; online giving offers a 
steadier and more predictable source of income to the 
parish, especially when we encounter inclement 
weather or seasonal vacations away from home. 
May God bless you and the parish we proudly call 
home at St. Anne’s. 

 
 
*the original letter to the parishioners dated February 8 erroneously listed the Cathedraticum as 10%.  It 
has been corrected in this publication.  All other information remains unchanged.	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Continued from p. 5 

We sadly bid farewell to… 
 
Our facilities manager, Joe Zecco – Joe was Fr. John’s right-hand 
man for many years and continues to be a devoted member of the 
St. Anne’s family. 
 
Our finance secretary, Pat Morrissey, who worked lovingly and 
dedicatedly at St. Anne’s for 27 years, retiring in early July.  She 
was organized, efficient, and integral in keeping the parish up and 
running.   
 
Our cantor and guitarist, Mike Curry – Mike and his wife Linda 
recently moved to Plymouth.  We wish them well and will miss his 
uplifting and soul-stirring music at Mass. 
 
 

We are happy to welcome… 
 

Jim Pignataro, our new facilities manager replacing Joe Zecco.  
Big shoes to fill, but Jim is certainly up to the task and a great 
addition to the parish staff. 
 

Fr. Bill Sanders, who joins us as sacramental minister until the 
end of June.  Fr. Bill gives inspiring, thought-provoking and 
spiritually fulfilling homilies and we are blessed to have him with 
us as well. 
 

Paul Prunier, who fulfills the duties of custodian and sacristan 
with the fervor of serving God and the parish. 
 

Steve Barnicle, cantor whose voice lends inspiration and joy as 
we praise God at the 4:00 Mass on Saturdays 



	
CHANGES HAVE COME TO  

ST. ANNE’S HUMAN SERVICES 
	
St. Anne’s Human Services is a dedicated group of volunteers who service the 
needs of the less fortunate.  There are two primary outreach programs - St. 
Anne’s Human Services Outreach and our Food Pantry program.  We interact 
and share resources with other organizations, including Shrewsbury schools, 
the Senior Center, St. Mary’s Church, First Congregational Church, Trinity 
Church, and other support organizations and civic groups.  The Holiday Food 

program and the Giving Tree program provide gifts and food during the holidays to families who 
find themselves in need of assistance.  Our Food Pantry has had a positive impact on families 
in need by providing supplemental food and grocery store gift cards. 

 
Until May of 2021, St. Anne’s Human Services had 
managed the Thrift Shop.  Proceeds from the Thrift Shop 
went toward supporting our many outreach programs.  
However, due to the pandemic and the lack of quality 
merchandise, it was decided that the Thrift Shop would 
be closed and recommit to the food pantry.  With help 
from the community and our many volunteers, the food 
pantry has become a “choice” pantry, where clients are 
able to choose items they want, not just be handed a bag.  
This new chapter actually circles back to when we 
started the food pantry, where our focus will be the 
needs of the community. 

 
Although 2020 looked a little different, the spirit and love of giving prevails.  Our community is 
amazing!   Even though the pandemic brought challenging times, St. Anne’s Human Services 
Food Pantry is doing an awesome job keeping a steady flow of food available while following 
COVID-19 safety guidelines.  
 
If you have been a supporter of St. Anne’s Human 
Services, you should be proud of your humanitarian 
charitable gift.  We appreciate your generosity and 
support, which helps us accomplish our many 
missions of providing food, personal care items, 
clothing and other services for the disadvantaged.  
We have been 100% self-funded through donations 
and grants. 
 
Our Mission Statement: We believe in a sense of 
community and respect the intrinsic worth of each 
person and treat them judiciously and with 
compassion.  We respect their lives, worries and 
stories and work together toward better servicing our 
clients. 
 
        Evelyn Jenkins, Volunteer 
	



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Benjamin Bell – Ben served the parish as a 
collector at Sunday Mass.  At the time of 
the award, Ben expressed his intention to 
attend the University of Massachusetts 
Lowell and major in business. 

 
 
 
Annabelle DeFeudis – Annabelle served the 
parish as an altar server.   At the time of the 
award, Annabelle expressed her intention 
to attend Quinnipiac University, working on 
an entry-level Master of Health Sciences 
degree with the goal of becoming a 
physician’s assistant. 

 
 
 

Brock DeFeudis – Brock served the parish 
as an altar server.  Brock is taking a gap 
year before enrolling in college and would 
like to major in business. 

 
 
 

Alison Kalinowski – Allison served the 
parish as an altar server, lector and 
religious education teacher’s assistant.  At 
the time of the award, Allison expressed 
her intention to attend Endicott College 
and major in nursing. 

 
 
 

Nicholas Morana – Nicholas served the 
parish as an altar server.  At the time of the 
award, Nicholas expressed his intention to 
attend the University of New Hampshire 
Durham and major in business. 

A word from Elaine LeBlanc,  
St. Anne’s Human Services 
Volunteer Director: 
 
I now cannot help but recall the 
many projects that were 
undertaken and completed in the 
52 years of the Thrift Shop’s 
operation: the refugee settlement 
of Vietnamese and Cambodian 
widows and children; the many 
children helped by Dr. 
Clermont’s international 
organization CHANGE (the kids 
came from Guatemala, Mexico 
and Korea, to name a few); the 
opportunity to work with the 
“lost boys of Africa”, who were a 
real inspiration to all of us. 
 
Following Fr. Bernie Gilgun with 
the Mustard Seed and at the farm 
in Hubbardston, we plowed the 
fields, repaired damages from a 
fire, and cooked with the 
residents in his home for the 
homeless.  The Catholic Worker 
movement was close to Fr. 
Bernie’s heart, and it was truly 
humbling to work with him. 
 
So many memories - working 
with the inmates in their 
community service to St. Anne’s 
Food Pantry was a positive 
experience - the homeless, the 
clients at the motel, the people 
living under the bridge 
connecting Shrewsbury to 
Worcester, the hundreds of 
families passing through our 
doors received with a welcome 
and a smile.  Tears were wiped 
away with hugs. 
 
The acts of charity will always go 
on with God’s help.  For me, it is 
a great privilege.  


